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Volume 1, January 2025

INSTAND NEWSLETTER
Dear Colleagues,
 
Welcome to the 1st issue of the INSTAND Newsletter this year! 
Our highlights in this issue:
 

News about INSTAND EQA Schemes
EQAS 820
Pilot EQA Schemes in 2025
EQA Schemes 654, 655 and 656

INSTAND IFCC Membership
INSTAND Academy: Cerebrospinal fluid diagnostics seminar
Future Events
Introducing our new team members in Accounting
the latest INSTAND publications.

 
Happy reading!
 
With kind regards
Your INSTAND Team
 
Prof. Dr. med. Michael Spannagl
Prof. Dr. rer. nat. Ingo Schellenberg
Prof. Dr. med. Klaus-Peter Hunfeld

INSTAND EQA Schemes

EQAS 820

The pilot run for EQA scheme 820 (CLL-MRD immunophenotyping) was successful. Therefore, We are
pleased to offer you this EQA scheme every six months going forward. Please note that this EQA scheme
is limited to 40 participants per session due to sample characteristics and availability and is currently only
available in Germany and Austria.
 
The next shipping dates are:

18 February 2025 (order deadline already expired) and on 
26 August 2025 (order deadline 27 June 2025).

Pilot EQA Schemes in 2025

We continuously strive to offer new EQA schemes. Therefore, we are excited to provide you with a pilot
EQA scheme focused on immunophenotyping for plasma cell neoplasia MRD in the first half of the
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year.
 
We are also pleased to be able to offer you a pilot EQA scheme for fetal RhD determination (NIPT: non-
invasive prenatal test) in the first half of 2025.
 
We will inform you via the known channels as soon as the dates are fixed.

EQA Schemes 654, 655, and 656

Last year, we introduced three new EQA schemes for immunological functional tests for our German
customers.
 
EQAS 654: Granulocyte Function (Oxidative Burst)
EQAS 655: Granulocyte Function (Phagocytosis Test)
EQAS 656: Lymphozyte Transformation Test (LTT)
 
Today, we are informing you that we have extended the shipping region to the D-A-CH region this year. The
samples are non-stabilized fresh blood, so the analysis must start immediately after receipt. Within
Germany, delivery takes place overnight. Please note that we cannot always guarantee next-day delivery to
Austria and Switzerland.
 
The next shipping dates are: 

May 12 2025 - Order deadline March 14 2025 
October 13 2025 - Order deadline August 15 2025.

You can view our entire EQA Scheme Program here:



EQAS Program 2025



IFCC MEMBERSHIP

We are pleased to announce that INSTAND e.V. has become a Corporate Member of the International
Federation of Clinical Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine (IFCC) since fall 2024.
As an IFCC Corporate Member, INSTAND e.V.  will have access to valuable resources, networking
opportunities, and collaboration platforms to further enhance its contributions to the healthcare sector. This
collaboration underscores INSTAND e.V.'s commitment to supporting advances in clinical diagnostics and
ultimately improving patient care worldwide.
 
INSTAND e.V. looks forward to actively participating in IFCC initiatives and leveraging the expertise and
knowledge-sharing opportunities within the federation to drive innovation, foster collaboration, and
contribute to the continuous improvement of healthcare practices worldwide.
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The International Federation of Clinical
Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine (IFCC) is
the leading global organization in the field of
clinical chemistry and laboratory medicine,
dedicated to achieving and promoting scientific
progress and its application to health care
worldwide and to advancing the science and
practice of clinical chemistry and laboratory
medicine for better patient outcomes.

INSTAND ACADEMY

Registration now possible for the two-day seminar “Quality of Cerebrospinal Fluid Diagnostics -
Knowledge bases, new parameters and current interpretation concepts”

The English-language seminar with Prof. Dr. Hansotto Reiber and Prof. Dr. Manfred Uhr offers a unique
opportunity to deal with CSF diagnostics, focusing on barriers, immunological networks, and chronic
diseases as well as the analysis of the free light chains kappa, neurofilament, and plexus proteins.
 
Date: March 21 and 22, 2025 
Place: CVJM Duesseldorf, Germany
Registration deadline: Februar 7, 2025
Price per Person: €350 
Language: English
 
Please note: The seminar will only take place if 20 or more participants register!
 
You can find more information about the seminar here.



Register now



FUTURE EVENTS
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All Information

 
Medlab Middle East

February 3-6, 2025, 

Dubai

More Information here.

 
ESCMID

April 11-15, 2025

Vienna, Austria

Read more here.
 

 
Euromedlab

May 18-22, 2025

Brussels, Belgium

Current inoforamtion can be
found here.
 

Find all INSTAND Events here.
 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW TEAM MEMBERS

Please join us in welcoming our new employees in the accounting department. You can find the complete
INSTAND team here.
 
Ms. Tanja Borghardt - Accounting since January 1, 2025
Ms. Birgit Flues - Accounting from February 1, 2025

LATEST PUBLICATIONS

Standardization of hemoglobin A2 and

hemoglobin F: Achievements and

perspectives

The establishment of reference systems for the
standardization of hemoglobin A2 (HbA2) and fetal

hemoglobin (HbF), both critical for improving
diagnostic accuracy in conditions such as β-
thalassemia and sickle cell disease, are described.
Efforts were led by the IFCC and other groups to
address and reduce the variability in laboratory
measurements of these hemoglobins.
 

Full Article

https://www.igld.de/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=INSTAND%20Newsletter%20Januar%202025_Englisch&utm_medium=email
https://www.instand-ev.de/events/detail/medlab-middle-east-2025/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=INSTAND%20Newsletter%20Januar%202025_Englisch&utm_medium=email
https://www.instand-ev.de/events/detail/medlab-middle-east-2025/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=INSTAND%20Newsletter%20Januar%202025_Englisch&utm_medium=email
https://www.instand-ev.de/events/detail/medlab-middle-east-2025/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=INSTAND%20Newsletter%20Januar%202025_Englisch&utm_medium=email
https://www.instand-ev.de/events/detail/escmid-global-2025/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=INSTAND%20Newsletter%20Januar%202025_Englisch&utm_medium=email
https://www.instand-ev.de/events/detail/escmid-global-2025/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=INSTAND%20Newsletter%20Januar%202025_Englisch&utm_medium=email
https://www.instand-ev.de/events/detail/escmid-global-2025/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=INSTAND%20Newsletter%20Januar%202025_Englisch&utm_medium=email
https://2023roma.org/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=INSTAND%20Newsletter%20Januar%202025_Englisch&utm_medium=email
https://www.instand-ev.de/events/detail/euromedlab-2025/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=INSTAND%20Newsletter%20Januar%202025_Englisch&utm_medium=email
https://www.instand-ev.de/events/detail/euromedlab-2025/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=INSTAND%20Newsletter%20Januar%202025_Englisch&utm_medium=email
https://www.instand-ev.de/events/detail/euromedlab-2025/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=INSTAND%20Newsletter%20Januar%202025_Englisch&utm_medium=email
https://www.instand-ev.de/en/events/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=INSTAND%20Newsletter%20Januar%202025_Englisch&utm_medium=email
https://www.instand-ev.de/wissenschaftliche-aktivitaeten/publikationen/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=INSTAND%20Newsletter%20Januar%202025_Englisch&utm_medium=email
https://www.instand-ev.de/en/about-instand/instand-team/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=INSTAND%20Newsletter%20Januar%202025_Englisch&utm_medium=email
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0009898124023404?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=INSTAND%20Newsletter%20Januar%202025_Englisch&utm_medium=email
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0009898124023404?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=INSTAND%20Newsletter%20Januar%202025_Englisch&utm_medium=email
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0009898124023404?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=INSTAND%20Newsletter%20Januar%202025_Englisch&utm_medium=email


Find all INSTAND Publications here.
 

New concept for control material in glucose
point-of-care-testing for external quality
assessment schemes

Until now, the external quality assessment (EQA)
of glucose point-of-care testing (POCT) has lacked
a high quality, suitable and commutable control
material to assess measurement accuracy. Here
we present a concept for determining the accuracy
of glucose measurements, which uses human
whole blood and does not require stabilising
agents.

Full Article

Reference, calibration and referral laboratories
- a look at current European provisions and
beyond

European Union (EU) regulations on in vitro
diagnostics (IVD) and on serious cross-border
threats to health provide for the establishment of
European Reference Laboratories (EURLs) and
their harmonization and cooperation with National
Reference Laboratories (NRLs). While the EURLs
under the IVD Regulation will be operational by 1
October 2024, the EURLs under the Regulation on
serious cross-border threats to health will be
operational by January 2025.

Full Article

INSTAND e.V., Ubierstr. 20, 40223 Duesseldorf, Germany
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